Words Their Way Homework: Grade 4
Your child’s spelling program is called Words Their Way, which is used as a basis for word study. Each week their list will consist of approximately 20 words that will be based on a pattern. The key activity is the “word sort:  In a word sort a group of words (on cards) is looked at and sorted into categories based on similarities in spelling patterns.  Both the sounds as well as the letter combinations that make up the categories are important and will be explored.   

Below are the possible homework choices for the week. Your child must complete one activity a night. Please sign next to any homework assignment that does not require handing in something. 

__Word Sort: Cut up the words cards.  The bold faced words are the header cards for the sort, as they indicate the week’s patterns being studied.  Set the bold-faced words out on a table, in a row, next to each other.  Next, sort the words into categories.  Read each word out loud and put the card under the right header card that indicates the key word or pattern. Please write the words on the word work at home worksheet in their proper categories at least once during the week. 

Mix up the cards and sort them again as fast as possible (speed sort). 

_____No-peeking Sort: Do this with someone in your family.  Another family member will set out the header cards as in “Word Sort” above.  Then, mix the sort cards and call out the word without showing you the card.  You choose the right category by pointing to or naming the word part in the heading that has the same sound. Have your parent or guardian sign off that you completed this activity. 

____ Word Hunt: Find words that follow the pattern and/or sound in your daily reading at home or at school. Add them into the pattern categories on the sort worksheet. 

____ Make a word search using all of your words. (Ask your teacher for a word search sheet.)

____ Sort the words again in the same categories you did in school- this time write them using markers, crayons, rainbow colors, or even paint. 

____ Write the words into categories as someone calls them aloud. For example: nouns, verbs, adjectives, plurals, etc. 

____ Write the words your words three times each. 

____ Write at least 8 words into sentences, a paragraph, a story, a poem, or definitions.
