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Lansdown Word Cards

Lansdown Word Cards (Lansdown,1991) are named after their creator, Sharon Lansdown. The design and use of the cards are a result of her efforts to actively involve her students in the teaching and learning of meaning vocabulary.

Lansdown word cards have unique features that greatly increase their effectiveness which include:

· limiting the number of words per child

· incorporating context sentences from the text

· matching the dictionary definitions directly to the context sentences

· illustrating the meanings of the words

· using peer teaching to instruct/learn word meanings

Use of Lansdown Word Cards results in increased retention of word meanings. You can select words from literature or content area studies. The success of this strategy is the direct result of the comprehensive content of the cards and the motivating nature of peer teaching (talking!!).

Step 1: The teacher selects key meaning vocabulary from an upcoming story, chapter, article, or unit of study.

You may choose challenging, high use words and/or words that are critical to an understanding of the story or content area.  This list of key vocabulary must include corresponding page numbers from the text the students are going to read. Each student may be assigned one word or several words, depending on the size of the group and the complexity of the vocabulary.

Step 2: Students prepare a Lansdown Word Card for each word.

Each card should include the following:

Inside the card

1. Word

2. Context sentence from the text (and page number reference)

3. Part of speech in the context (optional)

4. Definition of the word as it is used in the context sentence. Students should be encouraged to write the definition in their own words to the greatest extent possible.

5. A sentence created by the student using the word within a rich context that conveys the meaning of the word.

On the cover of the card
1. The word in a large print

2. An illustration that conveys the meaning of the word. This illustration is a critical component. It acts as a powerful visual cue to the student who designs the card and to the students who will be using the card to learn the meaning of the new word.

Step 3: Students work for a few minutes each day in rotating partnerships

 to teach one another to correct meanings and usage of the words.

Train the children in the following procedure:

1. Students alternate the roles of "teacher" and "student".

2. The "teacher" covers the picture and shows the "student" only the 

word on the front of the card.

3. The "student" guesses what the word might mean or asks to see 

      picture.

4. Once the picture is shown, the "student" must attempt a definition of the word.

5. The "teacher" lets the "student" know whether of not his/her definition is correct, close, or fairly removed from the actual meaning of the word.

6. If the "student's" definition is correct, the "teacher" may still choose to share the information inside the card.

7. If the student's definition is incorrect or only close, the "teacher" moves to the inside of the card, reads the context sentence and again encourages the "student" to guess the meaning of the word.  Then the "teacher" shares the rest of the information inside the card.


Variation

If you are using Lansdown Word Cards with a reading group, you may want children to share the cards in a group setting.  Or, after students have worked in partnerships, they might review the words as a group to prepare for reading the text or to prepare for a vocabulary quiz.


Variation

Teachers may choose to have students select the vocabulary words for a particular chapter, story, or unit of study. Students can scan the material, looking for challenging words. Each student selects several words and records the page number on which they appear.  Teacher and students decide which words individual students will take responsibility for.
                IMAGINE


It was hard for her to imagine her life without her dog. pg.12 (verb)


Imagine - to think about something and see it in your mind


I sometimes imagine that I can fly.
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